Relatives of Waianae

By Bob Krauss
Adzertiver Colummist

The son of a Marine Corpe
major who won the Silver Star
on Hearthreak Ridge during the
Horcan War in 1051 is looking
for relatives of & Watanae hero
who won the Medal of Honor
there.

Hal Barker of Dallas, Texas, is
Kere after a Lrip to Korea
where, he gald,-he was the frst
foreigner to vislt the famous
butile site in the demilitarized

gone.

He sald he hay tricd withoul
success to find
the telalives
of PFC Her-
bert K. Pilt-
laan. whose
neroism on
Sapt 17, 1951,
durin, Lhe
mbonth-long
battle of
Heartbreak
Ridge has be-
come folklore
n Hawail,
Pilillaau remalned behind and
singlehandedly covered the
withdrawal of his unit, which
was under savage attack by
Narth Kerean troops: He fired
his antomatie weapon until he
ran oul of ammunition, then
threw grenades and, finally,
fought with his trench knife and
bare figsts until overcome by
sheer welght of numbers,

When Hearthreak Ridge was
retaken by U S. forces, Pililaou’s
comrades counted 40 cnemy
dend in the area where he
fought

Rarker said he became inter-
ested in Hearthreak Ridge be-
cause his father has always
refused to tell him how he wan
the Silver Star there,

“In August of 1979 1 finally
wrole (o the Marine comman-
dant 1o find out more about my
dad.” said Darker. a carpenter.
*The Marines sent back the
commendation for Dad's Silver
Star.

“Ie made three attempis by
holicoptar under heavy fire to
roseue a Marine ptlot shot down
in engmy territory.”

Darker saidl he kept wriung
letters until he got in contact
with the 23rd Infantry Asen.,
Korcan Brapch, made up of vel-
erans who fought on Heartl-
break Ridee.

He was invited to attend thelr
annual meeling (n 1882. There
he met about 60 men who had

swatched hig father hover re-

peatedly over the ridge while
enemy artillery and sniper fire
punciured the helicopter, The
roscue atternpt failed but the ol
der Darker returned unharmed.

His son became =0 interceted
in the battle, one of the fiercest
of the Horcan War, that he has
attended every meeling of the
23rd Infantry Assn. since 19582,
has led a fund-raising effort to
busld a Korean War Memorial in
Washinglon, and flew to Korca
1o see the battle site.

He said Korcan soldiers were
syrprised hy his visit and told
him forcigners were not allowed
before this in the high security
arra,

“They ook me to an observa-
tinn paint an the highest part of

war hero sought

s

the vidge,” Harcker said. *1
locked out toward Narth Korea
where' my dad attempted his
rescue. It's unbeltevahle tarrito-
L)

“I'hee ridges are no more than
three or folr feet wide and they
slope upward at an angle of 43
1o il degrees,

“Our men had to pull them-
gelven up those ridges lo cup-
ture the high ground under
withering fire. To see the condi-
tlans under which those men
had o Night, 1t's just onbelieve
able. 1ts wide gpen o fire from
the pext ridge.”

Barker said he brought along

Adwariisar Rewsmap
a Pumple Heart given him by a
Hearthreak Ridge veleran from
Maepdon, N.Y .. as s memorial 1o
herpes like his father and PFC
Pililaau.

“We tried to hury if but we
couldn't dig into the ruek,” said
Barker, "So | threw the Purple
ITeart over the ridge where it
drops about G600 feet. The South
Korean soldiers ¢lapped. They
silld 4 wus an hanorable thing
w0 do.”

Durker safd he has 1o go back
to' Dallas tomoreow and would
like to make contact with Pilis
ldau’s relatives 37 possinle. He
can be reached at the Ajrport
Hahday 1nn Hotel, S36-0661



